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Abstract

With the end of the Cold War, economic globalization and regionalism once again
saw new development trends. These trends have become one of the world’s biggest
irreversible trends, with economic globalization and regionalism co-existing and
mutually affecting each other. Northeast Asia is deeply affected by globalization
trends. In the 1990s, following South Korea’s normalized relations with Russia and
China, Northeast Asian countries began to have economic exchanges, popularizing
studies regarding economic cooperation in this region. In recent years, the situation in
Northeast Asia has gradually become stable, allowing the idea of forming a Northeast
Asia Regional Economic Cooperation to be naturally included in discussion agendas.

This year is China’s first year into the World Trade Organization. It is also the
30™ anniversary of normalized relations between China and Japan, the 10"
anniversary of normalized relations between China and South Korea, as well as the
Year of Association among Chinese, Japanese and South Korean Personnel. In view
of the above, the author feels that the study of regional cooperation in the Northeast
Asian region, with China, Japan and South Korea as the key players, will become a
realistic need. In order to realize regional cooperation in this region, conducting
possible research studies and providing policy suggestions certainly has important
theoretical and realistic standing.

Excluding introduction and conclusion, this thesis has, in total, 5 chapters.

The introduction mainly defines the object and objective of study, the current
level and significance of the research, and also includes the framework of this thesis.

Chapter 1 mainly looks into the potentials and constraints of regional cooperation
in Northeast Asia. This chapter uses materials from authority and statistical data to
specifically analyze these potentials and constraints. Through analytical study, the
author concludes that the internal and external environment of the Northeast Asian
region possesses different characteristics as compared to other regional cooperations.

Chapter 2 focuses on the current cooperative situation among China, Japan and
South Korea after the Cold War. This chapter utilizes materials from authority to
research into each country’s economic state, as well as its bilateral and multilateral
economic relations. This chapter will also illustrate the current economic cooperation
situation in the Northeast Asian region by mainly looking into five areas of
cooperation: trade, government taxation, investment, finance and property.

Chapter 3 will, in studying regional cooperation in Northeast Asia, concentrate on

the attitudes and policies of China, Japan and South Korea, as well as the cooperation
prospects among them. Although differences exist in all three countries, they all

il



harbour the desire for cooperation and have individually taken the initiative to adopt
certain policies to promote the development of regional cooperation.

Chapter 4 takes an economic viewpoint on the issues of regional cooperation in
Northeast Asia. Not only will this chapter specifically explain the economic theories
behind and the main reasons prompting regional cooperation in Northeast Asia, it will
also, on the grounds of needing regional cooperation in Northeast Asia, bring out the
Cogwheel Effect Model. This model is used to examine how to promote regional
cooperation in Northeast Asia and the effects and functions of such a cooperation.

Chapter 5 looks at regional cooperation in Northeast Asia from the standpoint of
international relations studies. This chapter will introduce topics on regional
cooperation and other related studies and also describe certain attributes of regional
cooperation in Northeast Asia. These attributes are the basis for the difference
between the Northeast Asia Regional Cooperation and other regional cooperations.
They also act as grounds for allowing the formation of a new regime.

Finally, a synopsis and conclusion of the main ideas in this thesis will be made in
the concluding chapter.

The primary contribution and newly created ideas in this thesis include:

1) a full and systematic presentation of regional cooperation in Northeast Asia with
China, Japan and South Korea acting as the key players, and proposes certain
fresh views and ideas;

2) allowing an integration of multi-study research on regional cooperation in
Northeast Asia by adopting methodologies taken from both economics and
international relations studies, in an attempt to close the gap between theory with
reality;

3) using a wide range of Chinese, Japanese, Korean and English materials from
authority, the most updated materials, as well as included various charts and data
to strengthen the persuasiveness of this thesis.

[Key Words]
After the Cold War Northeast Asia
Regional Cooperation China, Japan and South Korea

Economic Study International Relations Study
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